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ular When the cries against them became loud enough, they were suspended, and the law was then quietly repealed The Senate had legamed its hold over the assembly, and had a further opportunity of showing its recovered ascendency when, two yeais after the murder of Tiberius Gracchus, one of his friends introduced a bill to make the tribunes legally leehgible Caius Gracchus actively supported the change, but it had no success, and, waiting till times had altered, and till he had arrived himself at an age when he could carry weight, the young brother retired from politics, and spent the next few years with the army in Africa and Sardinia He seived with distinction, he made a name foi himself, both as a soldier and an administrator Had the Senate left him alone, he might have been satisfied with a iegu-lai caieer, and have risen by the ordinary steps to the consulship But the Senate saw in him the possibilities of a second Tiberius , the higher his reputation, the more formidable he became to them They vexed him with petty prosecutions, charged him with crimes which had no existence, and at length by suspicion and injustice diove him into open war with them Caius Gracchus had a broader intellect than his brothei, and a character consideiably less noble The laud question he perceived was but one of many questions The true source of the disoideis of the Commonwealth was the Senate#itself. The administration of the Empire was m the hands of men totally unfit to be trusted with it, and theie he thought the leform must commence He threw himself on the people He was chosen tribune ITI 123, ten years exactly after Tiberius He had studied the disposition of parses He had seen hia brothei fall because